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Art Unit: 2879 

DETAILED ACTION 

Specification 

The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly 
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. The following title is suggested: EL 
display device having sealant layer. 

Claim Objections 
Claims 1-21 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
Regarding the independent claims 1, 6, 12, and 17, "the EL part-free part" should be "an 

EL part-free part". Appropriate correction is required. Claims 2-5, 7-11, 13-16, and 18-21 are 

objected to due to claim dependency. 

Regarding claims 15 and 20, "said design layer" should be "a design layer". Appropriate 

correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, 4-6, 9-15, and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Yasunori (JP 2002-221911) which is a prior art in the IDS. 

Regarding claim 1, Yasunori discloses an EL element (figures 1 and 2) comprising: a 
first film substrate (1), an EL part (2), and a sealant layer (9), the EL part comprising a first 
electrode (3), an EL layer (4, 5, 6), and a second electrode (3), and being provided on a part (la) 
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of a surface of the first film substrate; the sealant layer (9) being provided to cover the EL part 
and to cover an EL part-free part (1 except la) of the surface of the first film substrate in such a 
manner that the sealant layer covering the EL part is contiguous with the sealant layer covering 
the EL part-free part of the surface of the first film substrate (figures 1 and 2). 

Regarding claim 4, Yasunori discloses the first film substrate is transparent (paragraph 

34). 

Regarding claim 5, Yasunori discloses an insulating layer pattern (8) between the EL 
layer (4, 5, 6) and the second electrode (3). 

Regarding claim 6, Yasunori discloses an EL element (figures 1 and 2) comprising: a 
first film substrate (1), an EL part (2), and a sealant layer (9, 13), the EL part comprising a first 
electrode (3), an EL layer (4, 5, 6), and a second electrode (3), and being provided on a part (la) 
of a surface of the first film substrate; the sealant layer (9) being provided to cover the EL part 
and to cover an EL part-free part (1 except la) of the surface of the first film substrate in such a 
manner that the sealant layer covering the EL part is contiguous with the sealant layer covering 
the EL part-free part of the surface of the first film substrate (figures 1 and 2), a second film 
substrate (104) being provided on the sealant layer (13). 

Regarding claim 9, Yasunori discloses the first film substrate is transparent (paragraph 

34). 

Regarding claim 10, Yasunori discloses an insulating layer pattern (8) between the EL 
layer (4, 5, 6) and the second electrode (3). 

Regarding claim 11, Yasunori discloses the whole EL element is transparent (paragraphs 

30-37). 
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Regarding claim 12, Yasunori discloses an EL element (figures 1 and 2) comprising: a 
first film substrate (1), an EL part (2), and a sealant layer (9), the EL part comprising a first 
electrode (3), an EL layer (4, 5, 6), and a second electrode (3), and being provided on a part (la) 
of a surface of the first film substrate; the sealant layer (9) being provided to cover the EL part 
and to cover an EL part-free part (1 except la) of the surface of the first film substrate in such a 
manner that the sealant layer covering the EL part is contiguous with the sealant layer covering 
the EL part-free part of the surface of the first film substrate (figures 1 and 2), the EL element 
being located on such a side that upon energization of any one of the first f ilpi substrate side and 
the sealant layer side, fluorescent emission is viewable (paragraph 34), a light transparent pattern 
layer (8) being formed on the fluorescent emission viewable side (bottom). 

The examiner notes that the claim limitation of the EL element being located on such a 
side that upon energization of any one of the first film substrate side and the sealant layer side, 
fluorescent emission is viewable is drawn to a functional claim limitation which is incidental to 
the claimed apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus cannot be distinguished 
over the prior art by a functional limitation. Consequently, absent a showing of an unobvious 
difference between the claimed product and the prior art, the subject functional claim limitation 
is not afforded patentable weight (MPEP 2114). 

Regarding claim 13, Yasunori discloses the light transparent pattern layer (8) comprises 
openings (between 8) using a light shielding sheet as a substrate (1). 

Regarding claim 14, the examiner notes that the claim limitation of a design layer being 
formed by printing is drawn to a process of manufacturing which is incidental to the claimed 
apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus cannot be distinguished over the prior 
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art by a process limitation. Consequently, absent a showing of an unobvious difference between 
the claimed product and the prior art, the subject product-by-process claim limitation is not 
afforded patentable weight (MPEP 2113). 

Regarding claim 15, Yasunori discloses a design layer (8) is formed of a transparent 
film substrate (insulator layer, paragraph 41) different from the film substrate (1) constituting the 
EL element (2). 

Regarding claim 17, Yasunori discloses an EL element (figures 1 and 2) comprising: a 
first film substrate (1), an EL part (2), and a sealant layer (9), the EL part comprising a first 
electrode (3), an EL layer (4, 5, 6), and a second electrode (3), and being provided on a part (la) 
of a surface of the first film substrate; the sealant layer (9) being provided to cover the EL part 
and to cover an EL part-free part (1 except la) of the surface of the first film substrate in such a 
manner that the sealant layer covering the EL part is contiguous with the sealant layer covering 
the EL part-free part of the surface of the first film substrate (figures 1 and 2), a second film 
substrate (104) being provided on the sealant layer (13), the EL element being located on such a 
side that upon energization of any one of the first film substrate side and the sealant layer side, 
fluorescent emission is viewable (paragraph 34), a light transparent pattern layer (8) being 
formed on the fluorescent emission viewable side (bottom). 

The examiner notes that the claim limitation of the EL element being located on such a 
side that upon energization of any one of the first film substrate side and the sealant layer side, 
fluorescent emission is viewable is drawn to a functional claim limitation which is incidental to 
the claimed apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus cannot be distinguished 
over the prior art by a functional limitation. Consequently, absent a showing of an unobvious 
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difference between the claimed product and the prior art, the subject functional claim limitation 
is not afforded patentable weight (MPEP 2114). 

Regarding claim 18, Yasunori discloses the light transparent pattern layer (8) comprises 
openings (between 8) using a light shielding sheet as a substrate (1). 

Regarding claim 19, the examiner notes that the claim limitation of a design layer being 
formed by printing is drawn to a process of manufacturing which is incidental to the claimed 
apparatus. It is well established that a claimed apparatus cannot be distinguished over the prior 
art by a process limitation. Consequently, absent a showing of an unobvious difference between 
the claimed product and the prior art, the subject product-by-process claim limitation is not 
afforded patentable weight (MPEP 2113). 

Regarding claim 20, Yasunori discloses a design layer (8) is formed of a transparent 
film substrate (insulator layer, paragraph 41) different from the film substrate (1) constituting the 
EL element (2). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. PatentabUity shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 2, 7, 16, and 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Yasunori (JP 2002-221911) in view of Ghosh (2004/0201027). 
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Regarding claims 2, 7, 16, and 21, Yasunori discloses all the claim limitation except for 
a barrier layer having gas barrier properties and water vapor properties is provided between the 
first film substrate and the EL part. 

Ghosh discloses an EL element and OELD (figure 3A and 3B) having a barrier layer (35) 
between substrate (34) and EL part (36, 37, EL), for the purpose of limiting gas and water vapor 
into the device more effectively. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a barrier layer having gas barrier properties and water vapor properties is 
provided between the first film substrate and the EL part disclosed by Ghosh in the device 
disclosed by Yasunori, for the purpose of limiting gas and water vapor into the device more 
effectively. 

Claims 3 and 8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Yasunori (JP 2002-221911) in view of Lamansky (2004/0062947). 

Regarding claims 3 and 8, Yansunori discloses all the claim limitations except for the 
thickness of the first film substrate and the whole EL element. 

Lamansky discloses an EL element having substrate with 25-150 um (paragraph 102) and 
EL element being 100 um (paragraph 87), for the purpose of enhancing the performance of the 
device. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have ubstrate with 25-150 um and EL element being 100 um disclosed by 
Lamansky in the element disclosed by Yasunori, for the purpose of enhancing the performance 
of the device. 
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